CONFLICT RESOLUTION
I joined the Baptist family about 7 years ago, and I am learning about this great family of Baptists’ around the country. I believe the journey is long but it is also exciting. 

The issue of conflict resolution has been in my heart for many years, reading and seeking God to show me how we can learn from one another regarding this vital issue in which we all face week in and week out.

We all share that desire to maintain healthy, good and godly relationships with everyone around us, especially those in whom God has entrusted into our care.

I believe we have adopted and chosen to deal with conflict by avoiding it. Even in general meetings I have observed that a number of us will not even share points of view about important issues in order to avoid any type of conflict. 

Maybe our past experiences (rightly so) has led us to adopt and act in this way of “avoidance”.  Nevertheless, the church is suffering enormously from this methodology. Many are suffering and hurt, and a good number of godly Baptists are leaving from back doors.

The answer for this important issue is huge. I will be focusing only on one of the answers, which will be confrontation.

Confrontation is very difficult and there is no easy way to do it. Many will say teach and confront in love. The reality is, when we confront anyone love has a very limited presence in the situation. This puts so much pressure on us to pursue on our course to reach resolution.
The out come is that we are drawn to accept fear of what may happen, which in turn leads us to the issue of avoidance. 

I would like to categorise confrontation into three catergories:

1. Foolish confrontation:
This type of confrontation MUST be avoided by all cost. When we have all the evidence and the experience regarding a specific person for whom we know that a confrontation will lead nowhere but to all kinds of foolish argument, we must avoid confrontation.

2. Positive confrontation:

This is a type of confrontation we have to try. A number of our congregation are waiting to be challenged and confronted in love in many issues of life. We have to try and not be afraid of the out come, but try in love to teach and correct people and learn. There is no doubt we need the wisdom and courage of God to help and assist us in this hard journey. 
3. Desperate confrontation:

This type of confrontation we MUST DO. A number of abusive relationships in our congregation have been running for many years. People have accepted this to be healthy to avoid confronting those abusive people, we chose not to confront them.

As a result of this avoidance, many godly people are suffering and a good number have left the church. We are giving a huge opportunity to the ways of the devil to come into our midst to divide and rule. Ministers are suffering quietly; the pain in many cases is hard to bear. We must seek God’s strength and wisdom to enable us to confront abusive people in order to protect the body of Christ and keep the ship safe.
Looking forward to hearing your response, and to learn from God together to be better servants for the King of Glory.

God bless,

Rev. Jeremiah Dawood.

